
Scouts – 

Your rank advancement letter to the troop committee is an important part of your Star, Life and Eagle advancement process.  This letter must be turned in to the Troop 395 Advancement Chairman (currently Mr. Schlader, SCHLADERDA@aol.com) at the first of the month PRIOR to the Sunday committee meeting to approve and schedule your Board of Review and Scoutmaster Conference later that month.  The troop committee reviews your letter and votes whether or not you have shown Scout Spirit while learning and demonstrating the skills outlined in your Boy Scout Handbook.  The content of the letter is important in this vote.  Please use your own words when writing your letter.  This template is provided only so you know what to include in your letter, but copying the template and filling in the blanks is not acceptable.  Congratulations on doing such a great job and for all your work in achieving this step on your trail to Eagle.

Sincerely,

Your Troop 395 Committee

Date: ​​​​  __________             

From:    (Scout’s name)
Dear Troop 395 Committee,

I am writing this letter to request advancement to the rank of      (Star, Life, or Eagle).     

I have shown Scout Spirit while completing all requirements to advance to this rank as described below.  I have read my Boy Scout Handbook and understand what it means to be a Boy Scout.
I earned my last rank of ________________ on ___ (date) _________

     I earned the following Eagle Merit Badges so far:
(    ) Camping

(    ) Citizenship in the Community

(    ) Citizenship in the Nation

(    ) Citizenship in the World

(    ) Communication
(    ) Environmental Science OR

(    ) Sustainability

(    ) Family Life

(    ) First Aid




(    ) Lifesaving OR

(    ) Emergency Preparedness

(    ) Personal Fitness

(    ) Personal Management

(    ) Swimming OR

(    ) Hiking OR

(    ) Cycling

(    ) Cooking

Note:  
Star Scout requires 6 merit badges, 4 of which are Eagle required.  Read and understand the Boy Scout Handbook chapters for all ranks in Scouting.

Life Scout requires 11 merit badges (including badges earned for Star,) 7 of which are Eagle required.


Eagle Scout requires 21 merit badges (including badges earned for Star and Life,) 13 of which are Eagle required.

 My favorite Eagle required badge is ______________ because … (describe why you enjoyed this badge and how you think you will be able to use a new skill or knowledge in the near future.)

I also earned these other merit badges required for the rank:

My favorite of these is ____________ because …

Scout Spirit

Describe IN YOUR OWN WORDS how you live the Scout Oath & Scout Law in your daily life.   

 In your own words, describe how you demonstrate Scout Spirit.  Use these sample questions to frame your response.
What does Scout Spirit mean to you?
What did you learn about yourself and others by living Scout Spirit in your daily life?

How does the Troop’s attendance and uniform requirements at meetings, outings and special events contribute to a Scout’s Spirit?
Why is Scout Spirit important?    
Service to Scouting and my Community

In your own words, describe your service activities or your Eagle Project. Use these sample questions to frame your response.   Remember, when you perform a service for others, you benefit from this experience, too.
Who benefitted and how?  In other words, what did the Scouts do?  Also, how many hours?  
Why is service important?
What did you learn by serving others in need?   
Leadership Development

My leadership position in the Troop is _________________________________.

In your own words, describe your experiences and responsibilities while fulfilling this troop leadership role.   
Sample questions:  Describe what you accomplished in this position?   

Why is this position important to your Troop?    

Why is advancing to this rank important to you?   
General Comments

Do you have any comments or questions about your Scouting experience or this rank?   What did you enjoy most while earning this rank?
Thank you for considering my application to advance to the rank of ____________.

Sincerely,

(Scout’s name)

JAD: updated May 5, 2015


